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Our good God, we ask You to watch over the class of ____. May they embrace this new experience of 
education with all the opportunities and challenges it presents. May they be inspired by our values 
and motivated in their response. As we stand with them today at the commencement of their 
university career, we ask that You hold them in Your generous care until, strengthened and 
empowered by their membership in this community, they cross another threshold into a world that 
awaits their skill and their service. We ask this in confidence, for we know that You hear and attend to 
our prayers. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Sheila Carney, RSM is Special Assistant to the President for Mercy Heritage and Service at Carlow 
University, Pittsburgh, PA. 
 
 
 

Excerpted from A Mission Officer Handbook, vol. 1: Advancing Catholic Identity and University 
Mission (Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities, 2014). 


